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13 Januaryand culminating with the Closing
Ceremonypartyon 17 January.

Andaman Cabriolet Ninaandits
skipper Grenville Fordham were awarded the
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship Award, voted
forbyall participants forcompetitiveness, fair
racingand comradeship, on warerandland.
The Award honours the memoryofthe late

Andaman Cabriolet Nina & skipper Grenville
Fordham was awarded the Tunku Abdullah
Sportsmanship Award, voted for by all participants
for competitiveness, fair racing and comradeship.

Founding Chairman and the first Commodore
ofthe Royal Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC),
Almarhum Tunku Tan Sri Abdullah Tuanku
AbdulRahman.

“Congratulations to the winnersand
participants for making this a successful
regatta. lalso offer my gratitude the Ministry of
Tourismand Culture for their continued
support throughout the years, and toour
sponsorsasour success isdue to theirsupport,”
said Y.M. Tunku Dato’ Yaacob Tunku Tan Sri
Abdullah, Commodore ofthe Royal Langkawi
YachtClub.

Y.ABhg. Tun Dr. Mahathir Mchamad,

former Prime MinisterofMalaysia and Patron
of the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club, graced
the Closing Ceremonydinnerand presented
the trophies to the winners of the Prime
Minister’s Challenge, the LangkawiSports
Class, the Malaysia Multihull Challenge,
RLYC Commodore's Challenge and the
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship Award.

The LADA-IRC Class Trophy was
presented by Y. Bhe. Tan Sri Khalid Ramli,
the Chief Executive QOfficerofthe Langkawi
Development Authority (LADA).

The Owverall Class Prizes were
presented by Y. Bhg. Datuk Mirza
Mohammad Taiyab, representing the
Ministerof Tourism &Culture Malaysia.

The Royal Langkawi International
Regatta (RLIR) 2015 is organized by the Royal
Langkawi YachtClub (RLYC) and
sanctioned by the ISAF and Malaysian
Sailing Association (MSA), and supported by
the Ministryof Youthand Sports, Malaysia.
The RLIR ispart of the Asian Yachting
Circuit.

For more information on the Royal
LangkawiYachtClub, kindly visit the website
atwww.langkawiregatta.comorcontact
Wicky Sundramat
wickysundram(@langkawiyachtclub.com.
Inquiriespertaining to RLIR 2015, kindly
contactthe Regatra Secrerariatat
olfice@langkawiregatta.com.

P HUKE T sailorsdominated the Multihull
classin blustery conditionsat the Royal
LangkawiInternational Regatta thisweek to
claim the top two podium positions in the
division.

Grenville Fordhamand BobMottco-
skippered Andaman Cabriolet Nina wellin
windsofupto 25 knotstoclaimoverallhonors
in the Multihull class. Nina isa regularin the
Ao Chalong YachtClub (ACYC) race series
and winnerof the ACYC 2014 series.

“We've won this regatta before, but this
time was the most satisfying,” Fordham told
the Phuket Gazette after hisreturn to Phuker.

“The competition was tough and, for
the first time, we were scoredona
performance-handicap system—which meant
thatevery time we did well our handicap got
worse! Asarule of thumb, the winner under
thissystem s the boat thatimproves mostover
the series, so big thanks to our crew for their
hard work. The final positions were decided on
the lastday, so there wasno chance to ease up
along theway.”

Racingin 28-30 knotsofapparentwind,
asudden biggust lifted Nina’s starboard hull
highoutofthe water, he reported.

“We were sure we were going over, but
quick action by the crew fortunately gother
safelydown again,” Fordhamsaid. “This may
be par for the course ona small racing
catamaran, butit'sscary fora 38-foot

liveaboard yacht.

“Aftercalculations, we estimate that
ourhull-flyingadventure had the starboard
hull atapproximately 30 degrees, putting it
almost three meters—halfourbeam—outof
the water. [ewasa true 'brown trouser’ moment
foryours trulyon both helmand main sheet/
traveller!”

The near-capsize wasa (irst for Ning,
Fordham noted, butadded thatanorher “(irst”
{or Ning was, in retrospect, more amusing.

“Havingbeen forced onto the
windward mark at the last rounding, the buoy
gotstuck under ourbridge deck and was
unmovable,” he recalled.

“The race officer announced to the
whole flect of 40 yachts: ‘Yourwindward mark
isnow the green catamaran Nina.’

“Itwill take a while to live tharone
down...”

Nina's nearest rival was another Phuket
hoatand ACYC regular racer, Kirill
Stashevskly'sstealthcatamaran GaleForce,
whichplaced secondin theclass.

Fellow Phuketsailor Niels Degenkolw
on Phoenix, based at Yacht Haven at the
northoltheisland, also raced well in the strong
winds to place third in IRC2, which was won
by Malaysian boat Matal Iari.

Another ACYCregular, Patinyakorn
“Ging" Burantomon Sansiri Windstar, placed
sixthin theclass. @
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Classyachts; the Commodore's Challenge Cup
—forparticipants ofclub-registered cruisers; the
LADA-IRCChallenge Trophy-for
participantsin the IRC I Class; the Langkawi
Sports Trophy—forparticipantsin the Sports
BoatClassand the Malaysian Multihull
Challenge Cup —for participantsin the
Multihull category.

The Racingclassyachts were Peter
Ahern’sOif and three boats from the Royal
Malaysian Navy - Zithal, Zurah and Utarid.

LFoxyLady VIand Island Fling were the
two towatchout forin the IRC-1 classwhile
the IRC 2 boatsinclude Phoenix, Mata Heriand
Skybird.

The SMU team from Singapore, Siput,
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadronand the
Mealaysia Satling Association MSA) teamwere
someofthe Sport Boats tokeepaneye on,
while the Multihulls on course were Andaman
Cabriolet Nina, Ununeko, Galeforce and 2 Fast4
You. The ClubClass was divided into Club

Cruising, while Ocean Roversand White Sails
were combined.

Folding Sail

The regatta drew toaclose after five
daysofgustingwindsand choppy seasraced
along the harborand coastal courses.

Oi! skippered by Peter Ahern of
Australiablew the compe tition away with 10
straight winsin the Racing Class to take her
second Prime Minister's Challenge Trophy.
Ahernwon the Prime Minister's Challenge
‘Trophyin the first three RI_IRswith his
previoushoat, Yo!

“Thisregattahasalwaysbeen one of
our favouritesand [canseeitonly getting
better. That'sbecause it's about the qualityof
the racesrather than the numberof
participants,” said Ahern.

Chi!'won the regatra’sRound-the-
Island race, missing the record set by Frank
Pong’s RP75 Jelik lastyear by 15 minutes. The

28-nautical mile course encompassesall points
ofsailing, and has been described as very
enjoyable and a good break from the
windward/leeward coursesthactend to
dominate regattas these days. Due to the
gusting winds, and damage the Sportsboats
sufferedearly on theyraced three inshore races
in Bass Harbourinstead of going out for the long
sail.

Bill Bremner'screwon Foxy Lady VI
defended their LADA-IRC Challenge Trophy
in the IRC Class, winning eightof their 10 races,
while RSYC Sertia West secured the Langkawi
Sports Trophy afteraweekofintense
competition within the Sports Boat Class.

“We had some competition [rom Island
Flingand Fujinbut I think itcame down to our
crew and howsolid theyarein anycondition so
i'sheena fantastic week,” said Foxy Lady VI's
Bremner.

Andaman Cabriolet Ninaourclassed its
competitors to take the Malaysian Multihull

i lachting 4|

Challenge Cup and Club Cruiser Sophia’s
steady performance throughout the regatta
gave herthe RLYC Commedore’s Challenge

Cup.

Bill Bremner’s crew on Foxy Lady VI defended
their LADA-IRC Challenge Trophy in the IRC
Class, winning eight of their |0 races.

In the Ocean RoversClasswhichissplit
into two groups, My Toy topped Group Aand
Chantique took the winin Group Baftera total
ofeightraces.

Apart from the competition, participants
were treated to aseries of social events
throughout the week of the regatta beginning
with the Official Opening Ceremony dinneron
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SettingUp
The 13®Royal Langkawi

International Regatra (RLIR) 2015 welcomed Thailand,  each from Singapore and faces. Manyof uscrossedpathsatourfirst
. . ' yachts [romaround the world to take partin Russia, and 1 each from Austria, Denmark, regattain 2003 and have remained friends
Ol SkfpperE‘d b)/ Peter Ahern OfAUSUGhG theirregatta from 12thto 17%ofJanuary. And JChina, HonﬁKo?g, I;all{Ys I\II?\’anland and sincc;. Weare alsop[e{aseito welcrome many
5 g ; . for the second straight year, good winds apan,aswellas [ with dual Great Britain new faces, joining us for the very first time.
blew the competition away with 10 Strafght welconied the compatitors ever sitde and Australian registration. Thisisan indication thatourregacta is
wins in the Racing Class to take it her second organizersmoved the regatta back a week the Manyofthe RLIR regulars returned R T e
_ L windshave been strongandcontinuous. to Langkawi, including My Toy, Foxy Lady competitive sailing teams fromaround the
Prime Minister’s Chall enge Ir Ophy Sinceitsinception in 2003, the RLIR VI, Oil, Jelita of Langkaawi, Mata Hayi, world to Langkawi.”
hashecome a populareventand oneof the Evelineand Andaman Cabriolet Nina, Makingtheirdebutatthe RLIR2015
most-anticipated regattas by the sailing TheRLIR2015 Organizing were Alakaluff, Umineko, VG Offshore, Easy
community in the region and beyond. This Chairperson Y.M TunkuSoraya Dakhlah = Free,‘lslcmd Flingand Invictus Rewaird.
13®editon saw 40 entries; 12 from Malaysia, 7 binti Tunku Tan Sri Abdullahsaid, “I was l'eamscompeted forthe Prime
fromGieat Britain, 5 froniAusialia, 4 from thrilled to welcome back many familiar Minister’s Challenge Trophy—for Racing



